Unofficial English Translation
Regulation of the Fédération Cynologique de Géorgie
on Judges of Dog Working Qualities

1. General provisions.

1.1. This regulation establishes the procedure for assigning qualification categories to judges of the Fédération Cynologique de Géorgie (hereinafter referred to as the Cynological Federation), improving their qualifications for working qualities of dogs, the rights and obligations of judges, as well as the rules for encouraging, imposing fines and issuing re-certification.
1.2. All decisions on the issues listed in paragraph 1.1 belong to the management of the Cynological Federation and the competence of the Working Qualities and Sports Commission of the Fédération Cynologique de Géorgie (hereinafter referred to as the Commission).

2. Judge qualification categories
for working qualities of dogs.

Qualification categories are assigned to judges in specific disciplines, the rules of which are officially recognized by the International Cynological Federation (hereinafter referred to as the FCI) or the FCG.
The title of judge for working qualities of dogs is assigned to a person by decision of the commission and approved by the FCG leadership. The judge's certificate indicates the discipline(s) allowed for the judge.
The judge is given a judge qualification book, which contains all information about his work, information about passing exams, as well as information about penalties, incentives and re-certification. If all lines of the book are lost, damaged or filled in, the judge submits an application to the FCG for the replacement of the qualification book. The number of the newly issued qualification book must correspond to the previously issued one.
The following qualification categories of FCG judges are established according to working qualities:
- National category judge (GEO):
- International category judge (INTER)
Qualification categories are assigned in sequence.
The qualification category of a judge assigned to one discipline does not apply to other disciplines.

3. General requirements for applicants for the title of judge of working qualities of dogs.

The title of “judge” is awarded to citizens who are at least 21 years old.
Special education is required, which can be confirmed by:
a) a document confirming the successful completion of specialized courses in the FCG system;
b) a document on secondary/higher education in the field of veterinary medicine, animal science, biology, provided that the submitted document reflects the study of disciplines related to cynology.
c) a document of the Executive Authority of Georgia on cynological education;
The final decision on the recognition of third-party education (not in the FCG system) depends on the curriculum and the results indicated in the diploma.

4. The procedure for submitting documentation for assigning categories to judges according to the working qualities of dogs.

4.1. General requirements.

The qualification categories of referees are assigned by decision of the commission and approved by the leadership of the FCG. The full package of documents is provided to the FCG.
Documents are submitted through the FCG receiving commission, with a list of attachments and in the order listed in these regulations.
Documents filled in unclearly or with corrections will not be accepted for consideration.
The Commission reserves the right, if necessary, to request additional documents if the previously provided does not contain all the necessary information.
The applicant must keep copies of all documents submitted to the FCG.

4.2. Procedure for submitting documents for the assignment of the qualification category “National Referee”.

To apply for the category, the applicant must submit the following package of documents:
a) application (application form);
b) questionnaire;
c) copy of passport;
d) copy of education document (not less than general secondary);
e) copy of document on special education;
f) Copy of the document “FCG Instructor” or “Assistant Referee in the Defense Department”, if any;
g) Document confirming passing the qualification exam in the chosen discipline;
h) Certificate of the trainee;
i) Description and recommendations of the referees of the discipline for which the application is made.
The number of internships, reviews and other additional requirements is determined in Appendix 1 and depends on the requirements of a specific discipline.
Participation in events held abroad may also be considered as internships.

4.3. Procedure for submitting documents for the assignment of the qualification category “International Referee”.

The qualification category “International Referee” is assigned to applicants who have the category “National Referee”.
In order to be considered as a candidate, the applicant must submit the following package of documents:
a) application (application form);
b) questionnaire;
c) copy of passport;
d) copy of education document (not less than general secondary);
e) copy of document on special education;
f) Copy of the document “FCG Instructor” or “Assistant Judge in the Defense Department”, if any;
g) Copy of the national category judge’s certificate on the working capacity of dogs;
h) Copy of the judge’s qualification book;
h) Document confirming passing the qualification exam in the chosen discipline;
i) Internship certificate;
j) Description and recommendations of the judges of the discipline for which the application is made.
The number of internships, reviews and other additional requirements is determined in Appendix 2 and depends on the requirements of the specific discipline.
Participation in events abroad may be considered an internship.
Other conditions for assigning the category “International Judge” in a specific discipline are determined by the IFF Regulations on International Judges (name of discipline)”, if they are adopted by the relevant international commissions and posted on the FCI website.
An applicant for the title of international judge must not have had a fine while working as a national judge for five years.

5. Procedure for expanding the list of disciplines.

In order to expand the list of disciplines, the judge submits the following documents:
a) application (application form);
b) a copy of the judge’s certificate;
c) a copy of the judge’s qualification book Copy;
h) Document confirming passing the qualifying exam in the chosen discipline;
i) Internship certificate;
j) Characteristics and recommendations of the referees of the discipline for which the applicant is applying.
The number of internships, reviews and other additional requirements is determined in Appendices 1, 2 and depends on the requirements of a specific discipline.
If the Commission decides to grant the applicant the referee qualification category in the requested discipline and is approved by the FCG management, the applicant is issued a new referee certificate with an expanded list of disciplines. The applicant submits the previous certificate to the Commission. The ID number is unique and remains the same.

6. The procedure for passing the qualification exams.
 
The applicant may take the qualification exam with a judge who has the same or higher category as the one for which the applicant is applying.
The list of persons entitled to take the qualification exams is compiled by the Commission and posted on the FCG website.
The qualification exam consists of two parts - theory and practice.
Both parts are evaluated on a five-point system. The exam is considered passed if you receive at least good grades in both parts. Both parts of the qualification exam must be held at the same event and given to the same judge (unless otherwise provided for in Appendices 1, 2).
The list of questions for the theoretical part of the qualification exam is established by the examiner independently, in accordance with the recommendations approved by the FCG Committee.
For types of training that have exercise score sheets/exercise sets, the practical part of the exam consists of the applicant's evaluation of the performance of 3 dogs. Copies of the score sheets must be attached to the exam application form.
For types of training that do not have exercise score sheets (such as obstacle overcoming), the examining judge evaluates the applicant's independent evaluation of at least 5 dogs/performances. In this case, a race report must be attached, signed by both the applicant and the applicant judge.
Re-taking the exam is allowed no earlier than one month later.
In case of receiving two consecutive unsatisfactory assessments, the next exam is allowed no earlier than one year from the last day of passing the exam.
The total number of attempts to pass the exams is not limited.
The evaluating judge or the judge who took the exam must fill out the evaluation form by hand and is the person responsible for this exam/assessment.

7. Procedure for forming the initial list of judges and newly registered cynological disciplines in the FCG in special cases

In special cases and in the event of a decision by the FCG management to recognize a new discipline that was not previously recognized in the FCG system, the FCG management has the right to decide to create an initial list of judges in a new discipline.
Candidates for inclusion in the initial list must have at least a general secondary education and meet at least one of the following requirements:
- have at least one successful performance with a dog in this discipline at an official event;
- have the title of FCG judge in one of the recognized disciplines similar to the newly opened one;
j) Characteristics and recommendations of the referees of the discipline for which the applicant is applying.
The number of internships, reviews and other additional requirements is determined in Appendices 1, 2 and depends on the requirements of a specific discipline.
If the Commission decides to grant the applicant the referee qualification category in the requested discipline and is approved by the FCG management, the applicant is issued a new referee certificate with an expanded list of disciplines. The applicant submits the previous certificate to the Commission. The ID number is unique and remains the same.
The procedure for passing the qualification exams.

8. The applicant may take the qualification exam with a judge who has the same or higher category as the one for which the applicant is applying.

The list of persons entitled to take the qualification exams is compiled by the Commission and posted on the FCG website.
The qualification exam consists of two parts - theory and practice.
Both parts are evaluated on a five-point system. The exam is considered passed if you receive at least good grades in both parts. Both parts of the qualification exam must be held at the same event and given to the same judge (unless otherwise provided for in Appendices 1, 2).
The list of questions for the theoretical part of the qualification exam is established by the examiner independently, in accordance with the recommendations approved by the FCG Committee.







For types of training that have exercise score sheets/exercise sets, the practical part of the exam consists of the applicant's evaluation of the performance of 3 dogs. Copies of the score sheets must be attached to the exam application form.
	Type of fine
	Reason for the fine

	Finer
	By whom and when
Considered
Appeal

	
Note

	Due to failure to fully fulfill official duties.
	By the commission upon the proposal of the organizer, participants or the main judge of the event.
	Not subject to appeal

	
Warning

	For minors
Violation of the refereeing rules or competition rules, as well as minor violations of the referees' duties.
	
By the commission at the proposal of the organizer, participants or the main referee of the event.
	
Not subject to appeal

	
Reprimand
	
For serious violations of the refereeing rules or event rules, as well as the referees' duties.
	
By the commission at the proposal of the organizer, participants or the main referee of the event.
	Commission
Deadline for filing an appeal
2 weeks from the notification of the Commission's decision

	
Disqualification
for a specified period
or for life
Disqualification

	
for a very serious or repeated violation of the duties of referees, the refereeing rules or the rules of the event.
	
Based on the application of the Commission in accordance with the SFC Regulations
	SFC Management.
Submission deadline
2 weeks after the commission's decision



For types of training that do not have exercise score sheets (such as obstacle overcoming), the examining judge evaluates the applicant's independent evaluation of at least 5 dogs/performances. In this case, a race report must be attached, signed by both the applicant and the applicant judge.
Re-taking the exam is allowed no earlier than one month later.
In case of receiving two consecutive unsatisfactory assessments, the next exam is allowed no earlier than one year from the last day of passing the exam.
The total number of attempts to pass the exams is not limited.

9. The evaluating judge or the judge who took the exam must fill out the evaluation form by hand and is the person responsible for this exam/assessment.

9.1. Procedure for forming the initial list of judges and newly registered cynological disciplines in the FCG in special cases

In special cases and in the event of a decision by the FCG management to recognize a new discipline that was not previously recognized in the FCG system, the FCG management has the right to decide to create an initial list of judges in a new discipline.
Candidates for inclusion in the initial list must have at least a general secondary education and meet at least one of the following requirements:
- have at least one successful performance with a dog in this discipline at an official event;
- have the title of FCG judge in one of the recognized disciplines similar to the newly opened one;...
The number of dogs that one judge can judge per day is calculated by the organizer based on the length of daylight hours and the average time required for judging, the time required to fill out documents, awards, breaks, etc., unless otherwise specified in the rules of a specific discipline.
The workload proposed by the organizer must be agreed in advance with the judge of the event.

9.2. Responsibilities of the judges.

The judge is obliged to familiarize himself with the venue before the event and make sure that it complies with the rules for holding this type of test/competition. In case of discrepancies, the judge has the right to require the organizer to eliminate the shortcomings, and in case of refusal, to cancel the event, draw up a report indicating the reason.
The referee must be polite and correct with everyone, respect colleagues, participants and spectators.
The referee is obliged to evaluate the actions of each participant impartially, in compliance with applicable standards and rules.
The referee must be disciplined and follow the rules of the event established by the organizer.
The referee must clearly fill out all documentation provided for by the rules of the event.
All organizational issues related to the invitation of the referee, in particular, the use of a specific type of transport, living conditions, food, etc. are resolved by the referee by concluding an oral or written agreement with the organizer.
In the event of a force majeure situation that makes it impossible to arrive at the event on time, the referee is obliged to notify the organizer of this as soon as possible. The referee is obliged to provide documentary evidence of the reasons preventing his arrival at the event.
The referee is obliged to be aware of the changes/additions made to the documents regulating his activities in the FCG system.
The referee is obliged to pay the established fee for registration in the referees and specialists database on time. Failure to pay the fee leads to suspension, and then to the cancellation of the referee's rank.

Referees are prohibited from:
- contact with the participants of the event, except for those contacts that are provided for in the performance of official duties during the refereeing, throughout the duration of the event;
- Coming to the event venue using a participant's personal vehicle or living in their home;
- Any kind of influence on the performing dog or interference with the participant;
- Publicly criticizing or commenting on the work of another judge;
- Judging dogs at the event that are owned in full or in part, or leased. Represent the property of his/her family members, or are leased by them.
- Demanding excessive attention from the organizer and payment of unjustified expenses;
- Leaving the workplace without a valid reason at a time not provided for by the event rules;
- Reject an official applicant or trainee without justification, the number of trainees per judge at the event should not exceed two people;
[bookmark: _Hlk136601293]- Use drugs, alcoholic beverages during dog training and smoke in the workplace;
- Sign incomplete documents.






Appendix 1

[bookmark: _Hlk136611956]Summary table of additional requirements for the award of the title of “Dog Working Qualities Judge”.

	
Discipline

	
Availability of performances with a dog in the discipline (level of difficulty, number of performances)
	Minimum number of internships
	Number of reviews and evaluating judges
	
Number of qualification exams
	
Others
Requirements

	
BH/VT
(Companion with dog behavior testing
)

	At least one successful performance as a self-trained dog handler, at tests/competitions BH/VT, IGP, IGP - FH, MR, OB, IPO - R.
	
3
	
3/2
	
1
	At events,
where
training took place, there should not be less
than 10 dogs.

	    
IGP
(automatically
opens
disciplines
BH / VT, IBGH, IGP - V, IGP - ZTP )
	
at least one successful performance with a guide dog trained by him
of any level of IGP difficulty.
	
4
(including 1
in training
BH/VT or IBGH 1-3)
	
4/2
	
1
	At events where training was conducted, there must be a total of at least 10 dogs in each IGP division, of which at least 5 dogs are in IGP-3.

	
IGP-FH
(disciplines IFH-V, IFH-1, IFH-2 are automatically opened)

	
At least one successful performance, as an independently trained dog, in IFH-1, IFH-2, IGP-FH tests/competitions.
	
3 – primary;
1 - if
available
qualified
by category
IGP
	
3 – primary;
1 - if
available
qualified category
by IGP
	
1 – primary;
not required if
available
qualified
IGP category

	events where the internship was conducted, there must be a total of: initially - at least 10 dogs;
If the judge has an IGP qualification category - at least 4 dogs.

	
MR (automatically
opens
disciplines BH / VT )
	At least one successful performance as a handler with a self-trained dog in MR tests/competitions of any difficulty level.


	
4
	
4/2
	
1
	At the event where the internship was conducted, there must be at least 15 dogs, of which at least 5 are at MR-3 level.

	
O.B.
(automatically
opens
discipline BH/VT)
	At least one successful performance as a handler with a self-trained dog in OB, IGP tests/competitions. MR of any difficulty level.

	
4
	
4/2
	
1
	
---

	
IPO-R
(automatically
opens
discipline BH/VT)
	At least one successful performance as a handler with a self-trained dog in IPO-R tests/competitions of any difficulty level.
	
3
	
3/2
	
1
	
---

	A.G.
	At least one successful demonstration as a handler with a self-trained dog in tests/competitions in any discipline, at any level of difficulty.
	
4
	
4/2
	
1
	
---

	DD
	At least one successful demonstration as a handler with a self-trained dog in tests/competitions in any discipline, at any level of difficulty.
	
4
	
4/2
	
1
	
---




Appendix 2

Additional requirements for the award of the title of “Dog Working Qualities Judge” of the international category

	Discipline

	Number of independently assessed events
	Minimum number of internships
	Number of assessments and assessors
	Qualification exams
	Other
Requirements

	
IGP

	
16
	
3 CACIT rank certification competitions
	
3/2
	
1
	At least two successful performances at the IGP-3 level of difficulty certification in competitions or one successful performance in CACIT competitions.
Participation in the official judges' seminar.

	
IGP-FH

	
10
	
3 in CACIT certification competitions
	
3/2
	
1
	At least two successful performances in IGP-FH certification competitions or one successful performance in CACIT competitions. Participation in the official judges' seminar.

	
M.R.

	
16, of which 3 are at least SAST rank
	
2 on certificates
CACIT rank competitions
	2/2
In this case 1 review must be received from a foreign judge
	
1
	Successful performances with at least one dog at certificate competitions or world championships. The total number of dogs that the applicant has judged is at least 6 dogs at MR-3 international competitions.


	
O.B.

	15, of which at least 5th rank at CACO b or CACIO b competitions as a second judge in the ring. Of these 15 - at least 10 as main judges.
	
3 Certificates
Competitions
Rank CACIO B
	
3/3
	
1
	
Participation in at least one referee seminar is required. Experience in judging events in at least 2 different regions in Georgia or abroad is required.

	
IPO-R

	
6, of which 3 ranks are not lower than SAST

	
2 at CACIT rank certification competitions

	
2/2
	1, examination commission with the program defined by the FCI regulations “On judges in rescue dog competitions”
	
Participation in at least one official judging seminar. At least two successful shows in competitions in any program at difficulty level B.



	A.G.

	20, of which at least 3 are CACA g
	2 for CACIag certificate rank
	
2
	
1
	Mandatory participation in at least one judging seminar.

	DD

	10, of which at least 3 are head judges
	
---
	
---
	
1
	Mandatory participation in at least one referee seminar, mandatory work as a referee
at Georgian Championship or Georgian Cup competitions.



