Unofficial English Translation
Rules for Conducting Events in Canine Disciplines
1. General provisions.

These rules were developed by the Performance and Sports Commission (hereinafter referred to as the Commission) and the Fédération Cynologique de Géorgie (hereinafter referred to as the FCG), approved and adopted for execution at the FCG Board meeting.
The preparation and holding of all tests and competitions in canine disciplines shall be carried out in accordance with these rules.
The rules for holding canine events have been drawn up taking into account the rules of the International Canine Federation (hereinafter referred to as the FCI) and the relevant tests and competitions of national sports disciplines.
These rules are mandatory for all organizations that conduct official tests and competitions of canine standards, sports competitions, in canine sports, as well as for all participants throughout Georgia, except for international sports competitions and competitions.
Official tests and competitions in canine sports are held according to these rules in the dog disciplines listed in Table 1.

Table 1 - List of dog disciplines
	
Discipline name
	Eligibility conditions

	
	Availability
Qualifications
	Minimum age of dog
months
	Minimum age of handler, years.

	BH/VT GEO
	---
	9
	12

	BH/VT
	---
	1 2
	12

	IBGH-1, 2, 3
	IBGH-1: BH / VT
	15
	12

	
	IBGH-2: IBGH-1
	15
	12

	
	IBGH-3: IBGH-2, OB-1, IGP-1
	15
	12

	IGP-V
	BH/VT
	15
	1 8

	IGP-ZTP
	BH/VT
	18
	18

	[bookmark: _Hlk135767735]IGP-1, 2, 3
	IGP-1: BH/VT
IGP-2: IGP-1
IGP- 3 IGP-2
	18
19
20
	
1 8

	IFH-V
	BH/VT
	15
	12

	IFH-1, 2
	IFH-1: BH/VT
IFH-2: IFH-1
	18
19
	12

	IGP-FH
	BH/VT
	20
	12

	[bookmark: _Hlk134211055]Fpr -1, 2, 3
	BH/VT
	15
	12

	UPr-1, 2, 3
	BH/VT
	15
	12

	SPr-1, 2, 3
	BH/VT
	18
	1 8

	GPr-1, 2, 3
	BH/VT
	15
	1 8

	MR-1, 2, 3
	MR-1: BH/VT
MR-2: MR-1
MR-3: MR-2
	
18
	
18

	OB-1, 2, 3
	OB-1: BH/VT
OB-2: OB-1
OB-3: OB-2
	10
12
15
	
12

	IPO-R (V, A, B)
	IPO-R (V): BH/VT
IPO-R (A): IPO-R (V)
IPO-R (B): IPO-R (A)
	15
18
20
	
18

	AG -1, 2, 3
	AG-1: ---
AG-2: AG-1
AG-3: AG-2
	
18
	
12

	DD - Debut, Progress, Master
	DD-Debut: BH/VT, IGP, UPr, GPr, OB
DD-Progress: DD-Debut
[bookmark: _Hlk135767964]DD- Master: DD-Progress
	
12
	
12


	
	
	
	



BH/VT GEO – National dog tests
BH / VT - Companion dog tests with behavioral testing.
IBGH - Companion dog tests.
IGP - V, IGP, IGP - ZTP - Field dog tests.
[bookmark: _Hlk135679487]IFH, IGP-FH - Search dog tests.
FPr - ‘Search work’ according to the rules of the IGP of the corresponding level.
UPr - “Obedience” according to the rules of the IGP of the corresponding level.
SPr - Section “Protection work” of the corresponding level.
[bookmark: _Hlk136627592]GPr - Sections “Obedience” and “Protection work” of the corresponding level.
MR – Mondioring (world ring).
OB – Obedience.
[bookmark: _Hlk135767862]IPO – R - Rescue dog tests.
[bookmark: _Hlk135767900]AG – Obstacle course (overcoming obstacles at speed).
DD – Dog dancing.
Sections FPr, UPr, SPr, GPr can be taken as separate disciplines without obtaining an official working title. The handler can choose which level of a particular section he wants to pass the event, regardless of whether he passed the previous level of this section.
Events where only tests of protective sections are conducted are prohibited.

1.1. Definitions and classification of tests, competitions and competitions.

Tests, competitions and competitions must be included in the official KFG calendar.
Tests are canine (zootechnical) events aimed at testing the level of training of a dog by obtaining qualifications in a certain discipline (in case of successful performance) without awarding places and titles.
Competitions are canine (zootechnical) events aimed at identifying the best trained dogs in a given discipline by awarding places and titles at a certain level of difficulty, in accordance with the rank and status of the event.
A competition can be qualifying and certification.
Qualification - competitions in which a dog can qualify without awarding a title.
[bookmark: _Hlk135675190]Certification competitions are competitions where dogs can qualify and be awarded international ("CACIT", "CACIAg", "CACIOb", " CACID ") and national ("CAST", "CACAg", "CACOb", " CACD ") titles. And/or the titles "Georgian Champion for Working Ability", "FCG Champion for Working Qualities" and "Georgian Cup Winner for Working Qualities".
International certification competitions can be held in the IGP, IGP-FH, MR, OB, IPO-R, AG, DD disciplines with the highest degree of difficulty.
National certification competitions can be held in disciplines approved by the FCG.
A competition is a dog sports event aimed at identifying the best managers, trainers, coaches, the best canine organization, and achieving sports categories and titles by owners.
1.2. General information.

Tests, competitions and contests serve the following purposes:
- obtaining a permit for breeding dogs;
- determining the suitability of dogs for their intended purpose;
- identifying and improving the working qualities of dogs, identifying the best representatives of the breeds - those with outstanding working qualities and the best build;
- identifying the best presenters, trainers, coaches, training methods, the best canine organization;
- Performance of sports categories and titles by the presenters;
- Maintaining the proper physical condition and health of dogs and
ensuring ethically competent work with them;
- Popularization and development of cynology in Georgia;
- Promoting harmonious development, strengthening health and creating a healthy lifestyle for humans.
Events must be public, for which the place and time of the event must be announced in advance to everyone. Compliance with the rules is mandatory for all participants of the event. All participants are subject to the same requirements.
The qualification of a dog is confirmed by a permanent certificate for working qualities, confirming the successful fulfillment of the standard of cynological training by the dog, which is issued by the commission instead of a temporary working certificate issued by the organizer of the cynological event.
The performance of the handler with the dog in tests and competitions related to obtaining a qualification must be accompanied by a video recording. A video recording of the performance, at the request of the commission, must be provided when exchanging a temporary certificate of performance for a permanent one. In case of violations of the judging, the commission has the right to refuse to grant a qualification.
Tests, competitions and contests must fully comply with a certain level of difficulty or individual sections of a certain level.
Certification competitions are competitions where dogs can qualify and be awarded international ("CACIT", "CACIAg", "CACIOb", " CACID ") and national ("CAST", "CACAg", "CACOb", " CACD ") titles. And/or the titles "Georgian Champion for Working Ability", "FCG Champion for Working Qualities" and "Georgian Cup Winner for Working Qualities".
International certification competitions can be held in the IGP, IGP-FH, MR, OB, IPO-R, AG, DD disciplines with the highest degree of difficulty.
National certification competitions can be held in disciplines approved by the FCG.
A competition is a dog sports event aimed at identifying the best managers, trainers, coaches, the best canine organization, and achieving sports categories and titles by owners.
General information.
Tests, competitions and contests serve the following purposes:
- obtaining a permit for breeding dogs;
- determining the suitability of dogs for their intended purpose;
- identifying and improving the working qualities of dogs, identifying the best representatives of the breeds - those with outstanding working qualities and the best build;
- identifying the best presenters, trainers, coaches, training methods, the best canine organization;
- Performance of sports categories and titles by the presenters;
- Maintaining the proper physical condition and health of dogs and
ensuring ethically competent work with them;
- Popularization and development of cynology in Georgia;
- Promoting harmonious development, strengthening health and creating a healthy lifestyle for humans.
Events must be public, for which the place and time of the event must be announced in advance to everyone. Compliance with the rules is mandatory for all participants of the event. All participants are subject to the same requirements.

1.3. The qualification of a dog is confirmed by a permanent certificate for working qualities, confirming the successful fulfillment of the standard of cynological training by the dog, which is issued by the commission instead of a temporary working certificate issued by the organizer of the cynological event.

The performance of the handler with the dog in tests and competitions related to obtaining a qualification must be accompanied by a video recording. A video recording of the performance, at the request of the commission, must be provided when exchanging a temporary certificate of performance for a permanent one. In case of violations of the judging, the commission has the right to refuse to grant a qualification.

1.4. Tests, competitions and contests must fully comply with a certain level of difficulty or individual sections of a certain level....

Events may be held throughout the calendar year, provided that weather conditions permit and there is no risk of harm to the safety and health of people and animals. Otherwise, the event must be cancelled. This decision is made by the head judge of the event.

1.5. Event days.

Events are held on Fridays, Saturdays, Sundays or official holidays.
and BH/VT GEO- may be held on other official testing days.
BH/VT and IGP-1 (IFH-1) tests may be held over 2 days (Friday-Saturday, Saturday-Sunday).
There is no mandatory time interval between the BH/VT tests and the FPr, UPr, SPr, GPr, IBGH-1, IGP-V, IGP-ZTP, IGP-1, IFH-V, IFH-1, IGP-FH tests..
Example: BH/VT is taken on Friday, IGP-1 or IFH-1 is taken on Saturday, BH/VT is taken on Saturday, IGP-1 or IFH-1 is taken on Sunday.
Events can be held on Friday only if they are also announced and will be held on Saturday.
 
1.6. Event organizer/event manager.

The head of the organization, who is granted the right to host the event, is responsible for holding the event. He decides on all issues and controls the preparation and implementation of the event. He must ensure that the event is held in accordance with the rules and must be at the disposal of the main referee throughout the event.
The organizer’s responsibilities include:
- obtaining all necessary documentation for the event;
– providing the necessary trails for the event, which meet the standards of all levels of difficulty;
– reaching agreements with the owners of the fields and sports grounds;
– providing the event with qualified personnel, for example, assistant referees of the protective section, trail builders, a group of people, etc.
- obtaining permission from the FCG to hold the event;
– providing the event with equipment, and assistant referees of the protective section - with protective equipment in accordance with the rules;
– Prepares the necessary documentation, such as: evaluation sheets for all levels of tests, summary sheets, etc.;
- Collects qualification books, pedigree lists, veterinary passports and, if necessary, liability insurance documents from the participants of the event.
At least 3 days before the test, the event organizer must inform the judge of the place, time and status of the event, the number of participating dogs, as well as a description of the route to the destination. If this is not done, the judge has the right to refuse to judge the event.
Before the event begins, the judge must receive confirmation that the event is official.

1.7. Observers of the event.

The FCI has the right to exercise control over the conduct of events or to appoint its authorized persons for this purpose, in order to ensure that the event is conducted in accordance with these rules.

1.8. Anti-doping and vaccination rules.

The body tissues, body fluids and secretions of a dog introduced into the event by its owner and brought into the event area by its owner/handler must not contain substances prohibited by the FCI.
The list of prohibited substances, doping control procedures and possible sanctions for violations of the rules are published in the relevant section of the FCI Regulations.
Within the scope of their authority, the FCI may make additions to this regulation.
The dog must be vaccinated against rabies, as evidenced by a vaccination certificate.

2. Removal and disqualification of participants in a canine event.

2.1. Removal of a participant from a canine event.

Removal is not a disciplinary sanction.
The chief judge may remove a sports pair from canine competitions on the grounds provided for in the rules of a specific sporting discipline.
Removal from the event results in the cancellation of all points earned and information about participation will not be reflected;
If a handler has entered the event with several dogs, he may continue to participate with another entered dog.

2.2 Disqualification of a participant in a dog event.

Disqualification is a disciplinary penalty.

2.2.1. Disqualification of the handler.
The grounds for disqualification of a handler are:
a) unsportsmanlike behavior (for example, hiding treats or motivational items, hidden spikes on the dog's collar, cheating the referee, drinking alcohol and/or drugs, smoking in designated areas);
b) any electronic or mechanical device, a dummy of any electronic or mechanical device, a hard collar or electric collar, as well as any other device attached to the dog's body that corrects the dog's behavior;
c) rough treatment of animals;
d) violation of generally accepted rules of conduct and moral standards.
If a handler who is leading several dogs is disqualified for antisocial behavior or other violation of the rules, he cannot continue to participate with any of the other dogs.
[bookmark: _Hlk134301323]The results obtained by him with all dogs at these events will be canceled. The main judge of the event must make a corresponding entry "Handler disqualification" in the event report, in the dog's qualification book and confirm it with his signature. The reason for the disqualification must also be indicated.
2.2.2. [bookmark: _Hlk134279664]Disqualification of a dog.
The grounds for disqualification of a dog are:
a) a dog that bites, attempts to bite, attacks or attacks a person or another dog at any time during the event (before, during or after its own performance).
b) the dog leaves the handler or place during the performance and does not return after three commands from the athlete;
c) the dog shows obvious cowardice during the performance;
d) the dog leaves the handler's control during the performance;
e) other reasons provided for in the rules of each individual discipline.
The dog is disqualified from participating in the event and all points are forfeited. A dog is disqualified even if it has already completed its performance. If the event is held over two or three days, then the disqualification applies to all other days of the event, so the dog will not be able to start or continue participating in the event.
[bookmark: _Hlk134298366]The head judge of the event must make the appropriate entry “Disqualification of the dog” in the event report and the dog qualification book and confirm it with his signature.
[bookmark: _Hlk134280381]If the dog shows aggression (point “a”), the head judge of the event must make the entry “Disqualification of the dog” in the event report and the dog qualification book. The dog must re-pass the BH/VT standard and confirm it with his signature. The dog must re-pass the BH/VT standard before being accepted for another event. After successfully passing the BH/VT standard again, all previously passed standards are considered valid.
The reason for the disqualification must also be indicated.

3. General rules for the admission of participants to canine events and general requirements for them.

The conditions for participation in the dog event, depending on the presence of the necessary qualifications and the minimum age of the owner and the dog, are indicated in Table 1.

[bookmark: _Hlk134283050]3.1. Rules for the admission of handlers and general requirements.
The participant of the event must comply with the deadline for submitting applications for the event.
Submitting an application means that the participant agrees to pay the fee for participation in the event.
If the participant cannot participate in the event for any reason, he must immediately notify the event organizer.
The handler's duties begin from the moment of registration at the event upon arrival and end with the announcement of the final results (closing ceremony), the issuance of test qualification books to the participants and the announcement of the closing by the chief judge.

The participant is obliged to comply with the veterinary rules and requirements of the animal protection legislation in force in the territory of Georgia.
The handler must comply with the instructions of the judge and the organizer of the cynological training event.
The participant must perform with his dog flawlessly, in a sporty manner and, regardless of the results obtained in individual sections, start in the remaining sections of the event.
The participant is responsible for himself and his dog in case of possible accidents related to the dog's behavior. The owner compensates for personal damage, property damage and financial losses caused by him or his dog. In all cases that occur during the event, the handler is responsible for himself and his dog. He carries out all instructions of the judge and organizers voluntarily and at his own peril and risk.
The handler's clothing must have a clearly visible number of the participant in the event. Numbers can be attached to the back, chest or arm.
While waiting in the starting area and during the event, the use of sniffers and motivational items is not allowed, as this will lead to disqualification.
During training, the athlete is prohibited from holding any objects in his hands, unless this is provided for by the training rules.
The handler is not allowed to bring into the ring anything that will help control the dog (belt bag, food in his pocket, motivational items, etc.).

3.2. Rules for accepting dogs and general requirements.

All dogs have the right to participate in dog training events, regardless of their breed or origin.
One dog may only be entered in one sporting discipline, in one difficulty class, per day by one handler.
All dogs must be branded and/or microchipped.
If necessary, the judge may inspect the dog outside the event venue for its social safety prior to the start of the dog training event.
A veterinary examination of the dogs may be conducted prior to the start of the canine activity.
Weaning dogs are allowed to participate in any event, however, they must be housed separately from all other performing dogs. The rules for specific dog disciplines may provide for other procedures for the admission of weaning dogs.
Dogs with external signs of pregnancy (more than 4 weeks before the expected birth) and lactating dogs (more than 8 weeks before the event date) are not allowed to participate in tests, competitions and events.
Dogs that are sick, injured or suspected of having an infectious disease are not allowed to participate in tests, competitions or events.
Dogs may only be registered for a canine event if they have a veterinary document indicating the full date of birth, a brand and/or microchip and a record of rabies vaccination. All veterinary requirements established for the territory where the canine event is held must be met.
The presence of a dog qualification book is a prerequisite for registering a dog for a canine event.
The results of the canine event are entered in the qualification book, which is controlled and signed by the judge and a representative of the organizing committee.
The qualification book must contain the following information:
- qualification book number;
- name and breed of the dog (if any);
- dog identification data (brand, chip);
- full name and address of the dog owner if the dog participates with another person, this person
- full name
- points for the performance: total points, qualitative assessment and
other data provided for by the rules of the canine discipline;
- Full name and signature of the judge.
During identification, the tag number or chip number is checked using a scanner.
The head judge must indicate in the event documentation what type of identification control was carried out (tag or chip). The tag or chip number must be confirmed by a veterinary document or the pedigree of the dog, provided by the breeder. The chip number can also be confirmed by a microchip certificate.
Dogs that cannot be identified are prohibited from participating.
Throughout the entire territory of the canine event, from its beginning to its end, any electronic or mechanical device, mock-up of any electronic or mechanical device, rigid or electric collars, as well as other devices that correct the dog's behavior, are prohibited on the dog's body.
Other attributes (for example, address and nickname, anti-parasitic collars, etc.) must be removed from the dog before leaving for the start, unless otherwise provided for by the rules of the canine discipline.
According to the rules of a specific canine discipline, the dog must wear appropriate equipment (chain, collar, leash, etc.). The judge who allows the handler and dog to the start must check that the equipment complies with the rules.
3.3. Rules for accepting minor participants.

If a minor is allowed to participate in the event, the organizers do not accept and are not responsible for the consequences of such participation of minors, including their physical and (or) mental health, as well as for causing material, moral harm and damage.
Minors, due to their special legal status as a subject, may participate in the event only with the consent of the organizers and in compliance with the rules of canine discipline and the rules for holding canine events by minors. It is necessary, for safety reasons, to meet the following conditions:
a) availability of a document confirming the minor's age (passport or birth certificate);
b) minors must be accompanied on the territory of the event only by parents, guardians (trustees) or persons (representatives) who have a notarized power of attorney from a parent, guardian or trustee;
c) Parents, guardians (guardians) or representatives must sign an informed consent for the participation of a minor in a canine event at the secretariat before the start of the event.

4. General requirements for judges of canine events.

The invitation of the main judge, who has the right to review the events, is carried out by the organizer of the event in accordance with the provisions of the SFC.
If necessary, in accordance with the rules of a specific canine discipline, ring, division or section judges, steward judges, information judges, order judges, beginner judges, timekeepers, participation judges, etc. may be appointed.
There is also a secretariat at canine events, which provides documentary support for the event, namely: directly registers participants upon arrival at the canine event, in accordance with the applications previously submitted to the admissions committee; fills in the dogs' qualification books; records the results obtained according to the evaluation sheets; calculates the final results and fills in the final reporting documents.
A judge cannot work at canine events if the following participate in it:
a) dogs that are fully or partially owned by him or leased;
b) dogs that are owned or leased by people living with the judges of the canine event;
c) Dogs registered for a canine event by people living with the judge of that event.
A judge of a canine event is not allowed to participate with his dog in an event where he is an official judge.
The judge is prohibited from traveling to the place where he can discuss the event with the participants. It is prohibited to communicate with any participant, be at home or in his household until the end of the dog event.
The judge of the event has no right to interfere in his behavior or in any way influence the work of the dog (any kind of interference is not allowed; this requirement applies to all sections). The judge is responsible for the correctness of the event in accordance with the relevant rules. He has the right to stop the dog event in case of non-compliance with the rules and/or non-compliance with his instructions.
The head judge has full refereeing authority over dog events and has the right to make any decision in accordance with these rules.
The final word in discussing the decision with the members of the judging panel belongs to the head judge. The head judge’s decision is final.
The Chief Judge is responsible for the organization and quality of work of all judges at a canine event.

The Chief Judge has the right to:

a) postpone the start of the event if the venue does not meet the requirements of the rules or safety standards in order to eliminate the identified shortcomings;
b) declare a break in the event in case of adverse meteorological conditions;
c) transfer judges from one judging venue to another or replace them, if necessary;
d) disqualify participants in tests, competitions or contests for the duration of the event, their representatives and trainers, on the grounds provided for in these rules.
e) To exempt a dog from tests, competitions or competitions if it is sick or suspected of having an injury; the same applies to old dogs that clearly show weakness and which are no longer able to compete due to age.

The Chief Judge is obliged to:

a) Hold a meeting with the judges and representatives of the teams and handlers, inform the judges and representatives of the rules of the canine event and other necessary information, place the judges in the judging area and train them;
b) Inspect the venue of the canine event and take over all judging areas in accordance with the requirements of the rules and safety standards, check the availability of the necessary inventory and equipment;
c) Controls the correctness of the judging at the polling stations, resolves all controversial issues related to the interpretation of the rules, considers all incoming applications and protests and makes decisions on them on the basis of these rules;
d) Immediately remove judges who are biased in judging or cannot cope with judging;
e) Prepare a report on the canine event together with the secretariat.
The rights and obligations of judges are indicated in the section, in the relevant chapters of the regulations for specific canine disciplines.

4. Complaints, protests.

4.1. Complaints.

The complaint must be made by the witness to the incident in writing, with his personal signature, to the name of the chief judge and submitted to the secretariat before the award ceremony of the participants of the cynological event.
The grounds for filing a complaint about the actions of a third party may be:
a) unsportsmanlike actions of participants of the event and their representatives, trainers, who deliberately create obstacles in the performance of other participants;
b) cruelty to animals, use of unacceptable equipment by the dog owner or his representative or trainer;
c) violation of generally accepted rules of conduct at the event by participants or their representatives, trainers, referees, organizers: smoking in designated areas, drinking alcohol, swearing, arguing with members of the jury or members of the referee team..
Requirements for the content of the complaint:
a) the content of the claim must be indicated;
b) reference must be made to specific points of the rules or regulations that, in the applicant’s opinion, have been violated;
c) Evidence of the violation must be listed;
d) The full names of the witnesses to the violation, if any, must be indicated.
The secretary must indicate the date and time of receipt of the complaint on the complaint and immediately inform the head judge.
Filing a complaint does not require the payment of a deposit.
Complaints about violations can be filed from the beginning to the end of the cynological event.
[bookmark: _Hlk134183705]The complaint is considered by the head judge and members of the jury. After considering the complaint, only the head judge makes a decision on the complaint.
At all official events, video recordings or photographs of the incident may be used when considering the complaint.
The decision is considered final and is not subject to review.
The result of the appeal hearing is announced by the Chief Referee before the summarizing of the event results and the award ceremony.
The fact of filing an appeal must be reflected in the summary report.
If the appeal is upheld, the offender is disqualified from the summary report.

4.2. Protest.

A protest may be filed in the following cases:
a) Penalty points incorrectly accrued against the participant;
b) Violation of the rules of a specific canine discipline by judges and other event personnel, which occurred during the performance of the protesting participant.
Protests against the judges' scores are not accepted.
A protest must be made by a representative of the event participant or by the participant himself in writing, addressed to the head judge, indicating the paragraph of the regulations that, in his opinion, was violated, and submitted to the secretary. The protest must be submitted within 20 (twenty) minutes after the participant's performance ends. The secretary must indicate the date and time of its receipt in the protest and inform the head judge.
The filing of a protest is accompanied by the payment of a deposit (the amount is agreed upon when submitting the protest). The deposit is paid by the protester to the event secretariat at the same time as submitting the protest. The secretary must provide the protester with a document on the basis of which the funds are received. The deposit is returned by the Chief Secretary to the person who paid the deposit if the protest is satisfied, or is withdrawn before the protest is considered. If the protest is rejected, the deposit is not returned to the applicant and is transferred to the event organizer's cash desk.
Protests shall be considered by the Chief Judge and the members of the Jury. After consideration of the protest, only the Chief Judge shall make a decision on the appeal. The Chief Judge shall allow the presentation of evidence. A protest may be withdrawn at any time before it is considered or decided by the Chief Judge.
Protests shall be considered after the completion of the speeches of all participants registered for this event, before the conclusion of the summary procedure. At all official events, video recordings or photographs of the speeches of the participants may be used when considering protests.
The result of the protest consideration shall be announced by the Chief Judge before the summary procedure of the results of the event and the start of the award ceremony. The decision shall be considered final and not subject to review.
The fact of filing a protest shall be reflected in the summary report.
